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LESSON TI TLE. ASCEX |1 Helicopterborne QOperation

TRAI NI NG OBJECTI VE. Introduce the Tactics, Techni ques, and Procedures
required to successfully execute a live fire helicopterborne assault,
enphasi zi ng the nmechanics involved with fires in consonance with

ai rborne maneuver and conbi ned arns operations.

a. Task. Conduct a helicopterborne insertion/extraction under the
cover of supporting arnmns.

b. Condition. The ASCEX Il helicopterborne operation wll be
conducted as a Tactical Exercise Wthout Troops (TEW). Insertion and
extraction are supported by both artillery and aviation assets. The
requi red mx of OAS and Assault Support assets will be determ ned
during mssion planning. The helicopterborne force will operate
within the established safety regulations found in the CAX Safety
Handout, and admi ni strative gui dance contained in this handout.

c. Purpose. The ASCEX Il Helicopterborne Qperation is intended to
provi de the exercise force with the opportunity to plan and execute a
live fire helicopterborne operation. Additionally, the ASCEX I

Hel i copt erborne Operation allows the exercise force to identify
probl em areas involving initiation and control of fires in
preparation for the Helicopterborne Assault Course (HAC). It is

hi ghly encouraged to have the sane key billet holders who participate
inthe ASCEX Il Helo Op remain in these billets during the execution
of the HAC.

ASCEX | | HELI COPTERBORNE OPERATI ON SCHEME OF MANEAUVER

a.) The ASCEX Il Helicopterborne Operation is a TEWed live fire
exerci se. Under no circunstance will troops be debarked during



insertion or extraction. The operation is divided into three phases;
insertion, defense of a blocking position, and extraction.

b.) Insertion.

1.) The assault phase of the operation begins with the notional
insertion of RSTA tean(s) onto OP Left the night prior. The RSTA
team(s) are tasked with | ocating and observing assigned NAI's for
eneny activity. Additionally, the RSTA team(s)wi || be afforded the
opportunity to register designated targets with artillery prior to L-
hour .

2.) Prior to L-hour the RSTA tean(s) wll conduct a battle hand
over with the FAC(A). The FAC(A), utilizing stand off weapon systens
(PGws), will neutralize the eneny’s air defense asset (AB1001l) in
preparation for the insert of the Helicopterborne Task Force. The
FAC(A) will initiate the preplanned fires |1SO the helicopterborne
assault. The FAC(A) will also provide termnal control for CAS
aircraft during the assault.

3.) Following the insert, the FAC(A) will conduct a battle hand
over with the conpany Fi ST to take control of fires. The conpany Fi ST
will be |ocated on OP Left throughout the operation. At the
conpl etion of the battle hand over, the FAC wll provide term nal
control for CAS assets on station. The notional conpany(rein) wll
successfully clear the eneny in sector and establish a bl ocking
position along the MSR on the northern edge of the objective.

c.) Defense of a blocking position.

1.) A notional 24 hours has elapsed prior to this phase
begi nning. Notionally during the evening the engineer attachnent has
i nproved the defensive positions by including an obstacle across the
conpany’s front.

2.) An eneny nechani zed force will be identified by either RSTA
or avi ati on assets as approaching fromthe North towards the bl ocking
position. By doing the appropriate battlefield calculus, the conpany
FiST wll identify the trigger point necessary to fire their
prepl anned fires supporting their defense. The conpany Fi ST will kil
t he eneny advancing el enment by using all avail able supporting arns
si mul t aneousl vy.

d.) Extraction.

1.) As the notional conpany(rein) destroys the remaining eneny
with direct fire, an additional force wll be reported as approaching
fromthe North along the sane route. The eneny conposition is such
that extraction of the conpany(rein) is required.

2.) The extract phase will occur imrediately follow ng the
def ensive phase in real tine. The FiST wll initiate preplanned



di sengagenent fires when the | ead el enents of the eneny columm hit a
designated trigger. The extraction will be executed under the
suppressive effects of these fires. The FiST will conduct a battle
hand over with a FAC(A) in order to sinmulate enbarking aboard the
hel i copters.

3.) The FAC(A) will be responsible for covering the extraction
of the notional conpany(rein) fromthe zone. The FAC(A) will provide
termnal control for CAS assets on station and continue to provide
fire support until the notional conpany(rein) is safely out of zone.

ADM NI STRATI VE | NSTRUCTI ONS

a.) To facilitate planning for both the HAC & ASCEX Il Helo Op, TTECG
has devel oped prepl anned fires and 9-1i nes supporting each phase of
the ASCEX Il operation. It is highly encouraged to use these pre-

pl anned options. The ASCEX Il Helo Op was created as a buil ding

bl ock approach for the HAC. The exercise force will focus on the
necessary coordination required to initiate and synchronize fires

wi th airborne maneuver. At the conmander’s discretion, the MAGIF nmay
create new or refine current TTECG fire plans. If the exercise force
chooses to use the fire plans and 9-lines in this booklet, they wll
accept all responsibility for the outconme of the operation.

b.) The G ound Conbat Elenment (GCE) will be required to provide the
hel i copt erborne conpany’s Fi ST, RSTA tean(s), and Bn FSCC. These

el enents nmust be in position on OP Left NLT 1400 the day of the
event. The Bn FSCC is responsible for fire support coordination. In
accordance with MCAGCC Order P3500.4E, the FSC nust positively clear
all fire mssions to include aviation delivered ordnance.

c.) The Aviation Conbat Elenent (ACE) will provide Ofensive Ar
Support (QOAS), Assault Support, and required Conmmand & Control assets
as identified during mssion planning. At a m ninum one assault
support aircraft fromeach HW HVH squadron, one section of FW& RW
CAS, and a C&C aircraft will be required to participate in the
operati on. Conbat Service Support Elements (CSSE) are not required.

d.) The operation will be approximately 2 1/2 hours in |ength,
including the period for firing and recording indirect targets. All

t hree phase are executed during this period. Adm nistrative gui dance
on the ASCEX Il Helo op scenario will be briefed in detail during the
HAC cl ass given day 4 of CAX

e.) Coyote 14S will attend both the aviation brief and debrief at
Canp Wl son to provide guidance as required. The Air M ssion
Commander (AMC) is responsible for ensuring that the tine of the
aviation brief is forwarded to TTECG and that Coyote 14S is provided
with three(3) copies of the snmartpack.

ARTI LLERY/ FI RE SUPPORT




a.) The artillery battery supporting ASCEX | & Il will support the
hel i copt er borne operation. Coordination with the artillery battalion
is essential for mssion success. It is highly encouraged to have a
representative fromthe artillery battalion present during ASCEX I
Hel o Op & HAC pl anni ng.

b.) The 8lmmnortars in support of ASCEX | & Il will be placed in a
cold status throughout the helicopterborne operation. Over-flight of
the 81lmmi s position is authorized.

Al R SUPPORT

a.) Live ordnance is preferred. Due to the proximty of friendly
positions the follow ng ordnance is recomrended:

1.) FWCAS - M 82's & rockets.
2.) RWCAS - 2.75"/5.00” Rockets, 20mm GAU 16, GAU-17

b.) The DASC wi Il either co-locate with or provide an ASLT to the
FSCC. MACG representation during mission planning is highly
encouraged. The DASC wi Il use the enemy threat enclosed in this
handout during the helicopterborne operation.

c.) Enbark/Debark conmplete will be sinulated by a thunbs-up given by
a TTECG representative |l ocated in the zone. Once the signal has been
given, the flight is cleared to raise their ranps and egress out of

t he zone.

SAFETY
a.) No assault door gunnery is permtted during ASCEX Il Hel o Op.

b.) The TTECG representative in the LZ will provide | TG Ensure
proper consideration is given to his position regarding the effects
of all ordnance delivered. Restrictive FSCMs wi |l be thoroughly
bri efed and understood by all participants. Additionally, assault
support aircraft will land allow ng sufficient clearance fromthe
TTECG representative in zone to prevent sandbl ast.

c.) The LZ will be marked by snoke for both insert and extract. The
Assault Flight Leader(AFL) will ensure that no aircraft |land north of
t he snoke. Egress and wave-off direction will be to the Wst/ Sout h-
West. Adherence to these instructions is mandatory!

d.) Red pyrotechnics will be used only to indicate an energency.
e.) Brownout conditions created by helicopters landing in the desert

environnment could mslead FWCAS aircrew into believing they' re
observing artillery suppression. It’s highly recomended that al



aircrew participating in the operation attend the aviation brief in
order to prevent such confusion from occurring.



Frag Order

Ref : (a)

Ti me Zone:

UNCLASSI FI ED

Copy no.___ of _ copies
MAGTF- X

MJJAVI A

999999U Xxx 00

ASCEX Il Helo Op

1-XX (ASCEX 11 Hel o Op)

Map: (1) V795S MARI NE CORPS Al R GROUND COVBAT CENTER,
TWENTYNI NE PALMS EAST, sheet TWENTYNI NE PALMS EAST
MM 4N M\ 1:50, 000.

(2) V795S MARI NE CORPS Al R GROUND COVBAT CENTER,
TWENTYNI NE PALMS VEST, sheet TVENTYNI NE PALMS WEST
MM 4-N M\ 1:50, 000.

U

Task Organi zation: No change

1. SITUATI

ON

a. Ceneral. (Omtted)

b. Eneny Forces.

(1) OPFOR is positioned in Quackenbush Lake south of Alligator
Ri dge (vic grid 6316).

(2) OPFOR occupi es bl ocking position along the high-speed
avenues of approach in the southern Quackenbush Lake training
area. Known eneny positions based on recent inmagery are
identified as;

a. Three (3) dug-in arnored vehicles wth di snmounted
troops located vic grid NU 660114.

b. One (1) nobile ADA asset |located vic grid 669122.

c. Friendly Forces.

(1) CTF Mojavia defends the port and airfield of TWENTYNI NE
PALMS in order to prevent disruption of the arrival of U S. and
coalition forces.

(2) There are no adjacent forces in theater.

(3) ArForX supports MAGTF operations ashore and build up of
forces at the port and airfield South of Twentynine Pal ns.

(4) MarFor X supports MAGIF operations ashore at the port and
airfield South of Twentynine Pal ns.
ENCLOSURE (1)



UNCLASSI FI ED

(5) NavFor X supports off |oad of forces at the port south of
Twent yni ne Pal ns, MPF operations, fast sea |lift of forces in
theater, air defense operations ashore, and security of the

seaborne approaches to the country of Mjavi a.

(6) AirForX supports airfield operations and the build up of
forces at the airfield south of Twentyni ne Pal ns, air operations
in theater, and air transport of forces into the country.

(7) SOCX supports special operations in theater.

2. MSSI ON

At 999999U Xxx 00, CTF Moj avia defends the port and airfield South of
Twentynine Palns in order to prevent eneny interference with the build up
of forces in the Country of Mjavia. On order, CIF Myjavia attacks to
seize CTF Objective 1 in order to deny forward eneny el enents from
establishing a foothold in the Quackenbush area of operation.

3. EXECUTI ON

a. Commanders |Intent/ Concept of Operations

(1)

(2)

Conmander’s Intent As the MPF of fl oad commences, it is

t hreatened from Samaran forces pushing South towards the
airfield and port facility of Twentynine Pal ns. Eneny

reconnai ssance and engi neering forces have been reported in the
Quackenbush area. | suspect that these forces are conducti ng
reconnai ssance and engi neeri ng operations in preparation for
followon forces being re-supplied in the vicinity of Barstow.
The purpose of this operation is to strip the eneny of his
reconnai ssance assets, thus preventing himfrom gathering
intelligence on the arrival of additional U S forces. This w ||
be acconplished by seizing CTF Qbj 1 and denying the eneny use
of the Quackenbush for intelligence. Endstate is occupation of
CTF Qbj 1 in order to deny eneny reconnai ssance into the
Quackenbush area.

Concept of Operations

(a) Maneuver
(1) See Operations Overl ay.
(2) One helicopterborne force conducts a deliberate attack
to seize CTF (bjective 1. One helicopterborne force bl ocks
t he Quackenbush’s main MSR to prevent use of key terrain in
gathering intelligence on the port of Twentynine Pal ns.

ENCLOSURE (1)



UNCLASSI FI ED
(b) Fires

(1) Artillery Support. X Bn, XX Mar in direct support of
MAFGTF- X. One battery will be positioned vicinity NU 7107
to provide fires in support of the helicopterborne

oper ati on.

(2) Air Support. X Co(rein) allotted a m ninumof 1 section
FWRWCAS, 1 assault support and C&C aircraft.

(3) Fire Support Coordination.

(a) See the operations Overl ay.
(b) FSCL renmmins in effect along the trace of 1I-40.

(4) Coordinating Instructions. (Omtted)

b. Tasks

(1) X Bn, X Mar

(a) Conduct a helicopterborne assault into and deny use of
t he Quackenbush avenues of approach.

(2) X Bn, X Mar

(a) Direct support of MAGIF-X. Priority of fires to X Bn, X
Mar .

c. Coordinating Instructions

(1) See Operations Overlay.

(2) L-Hour is DD1515U MWM YY.

(3) HHour is DDHHVMMU MVM YY.

(4) MOPP level O in effect.

(5) Helicopterborne force ZOA. See Operations Overl ay.

(6) Coordinate all activities outside the ZOA or your assigned
sector with this headquarters.

(7) Be prepared for energency extract of the helicopterborne
force if |large eneny nechani zed enter the Quackenbush.

(8) M ssion Precedence: MANDATORY.

ENCLOSURE (1)



UNCLASSI FI ED

4. ADM NI STRATION AND LOG STICS. (Omtted).

5. COMVAND AND Sl GNAL.

a. Command Rel ationship. (Ortted)

b. Signal. See current CEQ .
ACKNON_EDGE RECEI PT

.M FAT
Admral, U S. Navy
Conmmander
CTF Mj avi a

ENCLOSURE (1)



1.)

2.)

ASCEX Il HELO OP PLANNI NG CHECKLI ST

The followng will be provided to the exercise force by TTECG
a.) Recomended fire plan to support the operation.

b.) ITGin the LZ

c.) Simulations of troop debark and enbark in the LZ

d.) LZ Location NU 667101

e.) BP Locations Asp (NU 7111 2x2)
Boa (NU 6913 2x2)

f.) HA Location Jennifer (NU 7413 2x2)

g.) Ingress Route Mazda, Dodge, San Di ego, Boston (NU 685096),
LZ

h.) Egress Route LZ, San D ego, Mazda

i.) Battery Location NU 7107 2x2

j.) 8lmm position NU 682094 (col d throughout operation)

k.) L-Hour 1515 Local

The follow ng tasks are the responsibility of the exercise force.
a.) Refinenments to recomended fire plan (if desirable)

Communi cati on Pl an/ Connectivity Di agrans

M ssion Tineline

Sel ect an MCA

Determ ne | ocation for FSCC

Produce a Fire Support Execution Matrix (FSEM

Conduct an abbreviated confirmation brief

Conduct a flight brief

oKQ PPTDO Q0O T
— e e

ENCLOSURE ( 2)









TARGET LIST WORK SHEET

SHEET 1 _OF 1
LINE [ TARGET SIZE OBSERVER B [c |[p
NO. | NoO. DESCRIPTION LOCATION | ALTITUDE | ATTITUDE PRI/ALT REMARKS [R |E |A
@) (b) (©) (d) (€) (h) @) u L T
| T R
N | |
s |c |o
L(FYW(9) S ;
1 AB1000 ({2 BMP/1BRDM NU660114 |850 X | X | X
2 AB1001 (ZSU 23-4 NU669122 |800
3 AB1002 [MECH CO Ave O App |NU657127 |800 X [ X
4 AB1003 [MECH CO Ave O App |NU649137 |800 X
5 |AB1004 |Smoke Screen NU662112 |850 0800 200 |50 5 MINUTES X
6
I
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

ENCLOSURE (4)




Series _Bruins

UNIT , OPORDER _-__
. Uu_ (DTG) sh ‘
eetlof 1
SCHEDULING WORKSHEET

Lin | Organi- -
e | zations | Firing WOD REMARKS
# caliber 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

/ AB1000
1 155mm

(M

/ IAB100d AB1000
2 155mm o )

(M @ @

AB1000 AB1000 (& 1 rnd 11l on Deck
3 FIW { 3N J { 3N J -
®) (b) (b) Mk-82
AB1000 (o) R&G
4 R/W
(c)
WOD

5
6

Task: Limit the enemy’s ability to interfere with assault support ingress and egress.
Purpose: 10T allow sufficient combat power into LZ. WOD at +2.

Method: POF: CAS and Atrtillery to EFL.
OBS: EFL (P), RSTA (A)
Net: Arty COF (P), (A)
Trigger: BHO to EFL, Assaults in PZ, ADA neutralized

Effects: Enemy MECH PLT suppressed in obj area during assault waves.




Series _Celtics

UNIT ,OPORDER - __
. Uu_ (DTG)
SCHEDULING WORKSHEET Sheet1of 1

Lin Organi- Firing
e | zation& Units REMARKS
# caliber 0 1 3 4 5 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

/ ABI003 AB1002 AB1000
1 155mm

M

/ IAB1003 IAB1002 AB1000
> | 155mm ° ° '

M @ @ @

AB1003 AB1000 (& 1rndillum on deck
3| Rw o0 0 (b) Mk-82
(b) (b) () R&G
AB1002
4 Rw
©

5
6

Task: Disrupt enemy attack into sector.

Purpose: 10T preserve MBA and prevent interference with operations at the port and airfield of 29 Palms.

Method:

POF: CAS and Arty to HUC

OBS: FiST (P), EFL (A)

Net: Arty COF P, A

Trigger: Enemy at Tip of Spear (30 kph--TOT +10, 15 kph---TOT +20)

Effects: Enemy CRP destroyed at obstacle (AB1000).




Series _Patriots

UNIT ,OPORDER -
L U____ (DTG)
SCHEDULING WORKSHEET Sheet 1of 1
Lin | Organi- -
e | zation& | T WOD REMARKS
# | caliber 0 1 2 4 5 7 10 11 12 13 14 15
/ AB1000
1 155mm
(M
/ AB1002
, | 1s8mm . ABI1004
M @ ()
AB1002 (8 1rndillum on deck
3| Fw o0 (b) M825
() (c) Mk-82
() R&G
| aw AB1000

(d)

Task: Limit enemy ability to interfere with HUC'’s extract.

WOD

Purpose: 10T allow HUC to extract via assault support. WOD at +5.

Method:

(P)

POF: CAS and Arty to HUC.
OBS: FiST (P), FAC(A) (A)
Net: Arty COF

(A)

Trigger: Enemy crosses intersection at 160N gridline. (30kph--TOT +10, 15kph--TOT +20).

Effects: Enemy CRP suppressed at obstacle, enemy Advance Guard prevented from interfering with extra

and ADA suppressed.

ACT




ASCEX || HELI COPTERBORNE OPERATI ON PRE- PLANNED 9- LI NES

1. DODGE 1. 7111 2X2 (ASP)

2. 005L 2. 287

3. 6.9 3. 3650

4. 2650 4. 2650

5. NECH 5. ADA

6. NU 660114 ( AB1000) 6. NU 669122 (AB1001)
7. WP 7. 1LLUM ON DECK

8. S 1300 8. S2000

9. E NASH 9. REMAIN IN BP

FAC 005- 045 HE FP 701104 (BM 63)

SA 2K W1 2NM

. WTO LOTUS THEN S DODGE

1. 6913 2X2 (BOA)
1. NASH 2. 248
2. 240R 3. 3300
3. 7.3 4. 2650
4. 2650 5. NECH
5. NECH 6. NU 657127 (AB1002)
6. NU 657127 (AB1002) 7. WP
7. WP 8. S2200
8. S2200 9. RT TO BP
9 T

OW FP 6913 ROCKETS/ GUNS

FAC 205-240

SA 2K W1 2NM

LOTUS

055

5.0

2640

VECH

NU 649137 (AB1003)

WP

S2200

ORI N @01 W=

. _E NASH

FAC 020-055

SA 2K W1 2NM

ENCLOSURE ( 5)




